COMPREHENSIVE ECONOMIC
PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT BETWEEN
THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA AND THE
REPUBLIC OF INDIA

PREAMBLE
The Republic of Korea (hereinafter referred to as “Korea”) and the Republic of India
(hereinafter referred to as “India”), and hereinafter referred to jointly as “Parties” and
individually as “Party”:
RECOGNISING their long-standing friendship, strong economic ties and close cultural
links;
RECALLING the establishment of the Joint Study Group to examine the benefits of a
Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (hereinafter referred to as “CEPA”)
between Korea and India in January 2005, and its recommendations, which served as the
framework for negotiations on the CEPA and its structure as an integrated package of
agreements;
CONSIDERING that the expansion of their domestic markets, through economic
integration, is important for accelerating their economic development;
DESIRING to promote mutually beneficial economic relations;
SHARING the belief that the CEPA would improve their attractiveness to capital and
human resources, and create larger and new markets, to expand trade and investment not
only between them but also in the region;
AFFIRMING their commitment to fostering the development of an open market economy
in Asia, and to encouraging the economic integration of Asian economies in order to
further the liberalisation of trade and investment in the region;
REAFFIRMING that this Agreement shall contribute to the expansion and development of
world trade under the multilateral trading system embodied in the WTO Agreement;
BUILDING on their respective rights and obligations under the WTO Agreement and other
bilateral, regional and multilateral instruments of cooperation to which both Parties are
party;
FURTHER REAFFIRMING their rights to pursue economic philosophies suited to their
development goals and their rights to realise their national policy objectives;
RECOGNISING that economic and trade liberalisation should allow for the optimal use of
natural resources in accordance with the objective of sustainable development, seeking
both to protect and preserve the environment; and
RESOLVED to promote reciprocal trade and investment, and to avoid circumvention of
benefits of regional trade integration, through the establishment of clear and mutually
advantageous trade rules, and industry as well as regulatory cooperation;
HAVE AGREED as follows:

